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Handouts Workshop Gone Fishing-How to catch an agent

Presenter Tracey J. Lyons

BAITING YOUR HOOK

1. Develop a great query letter. 

2. This is where you introduce yourself and your story to an agent in a one page letter.

3. Remember even if you are emailing use proper letter formatting.

4. The letter should contain a paragraph about your writing credentials remember to include anything you’ve done, ie; workshop presentations etc., no more than two paragraphs about your manuscript. Here is where you will use your elevator pitch. And then close it out with a brief paragraph wrapping everything up.

5. Don’t forget to include your contact information! And tell remind them if you’ve met them at a conference.

For more information on query letters you can check out my website article at www.traceylyons.com.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT POND

1. First off you need to figure out what market you are targeting, ie; historical, suspense, single title, series.

2. Do your homework. It’s important to know what agent is looking for your type of work. Don’t waste time querying an agent who doesn’t represent historicals if that’s what you write

3. Ask writers you know who they have for agents or who they would recommend.

4. Check out book dedications.

5. Look at the listing of agents who are taking appointment at conferences and workshops. Even if you’re not going to attend you can still mention in query letter that you saw they were presenting at conference x. It shows the agent that you are doing your homework, studying the market.

6. Use current resources. The internet, the library, your writing friends. Once you find a few agents worth querying CHECK THEM OUT! Go to their websites. Make sure you follow their submission guidelines. Make sure they’re still taking submissions. 

7. Cast your line! Start sending out your query letter.

WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR LINE GETS SNAGGED

1. Examine the rejection. Is it just a form letter? Or are you getting feedback? Do they want to see more if you revise?

2. The most important thing to remember is this; we all get rejected. You’ve got your list of preferred agents go on to the next one or if needed go back to researching the market and add more.

3. Or is it a manuscript problem. You will need to fix this before you move on. Use critique partner or writers group as needed for support and advice.

REELING THEM IN

1. Now you’ve hooked your dream agent. Reel them in! 

2. Ask questions.

a. What is the agency percentage 15-20% is right on.

b. Do they have a contract

c. How does payment from publisher to agent to author work

d. Check out the Association of Authors’ Representation Inc. listing of questions to ask agents before signing. 
 Accept the agent’s offer for representation!
